
SOAR In 4 offers FREE monthly family events throughout the community designed to engage the 
whole family in learning. We invite you to come be inspired to play, learn, discover, and grow 
together! 

The ELC of Manatee County offers families child 
care funding assistance, VPK and School Readiness 

programs, child health and developmental screenings, 
STEAM education, unique literacy programs, connections 

to various community resources, and works closely with childcare 
providers to help maintain quality early learning environments for 

all children in Manatee County. For more information on our programs and 
services, visit www.elc-manatee.org today!

Have hours of fun collecting, investigating, manipulating, and learning! Find a bag, basket, or 
box for your plastic loose parts collection, look outside or inside your home for the items pictured 
above or others to add to your collection. Exploring your new plastic loose parts collection 
together will help your child to learn letters, beginning letter sounds, syllables, compound 
words, vocabulary, and more!

For more scavenger hunt ideas and activities visit us online at www.soarin4.org, follow us at 
Facebook.com/soarin4Manatee today for more family fun, and be sure to join us at our next 
SOAR In 4 FREE family event!

Readiness Guide

PPrree

JOIN 
US!

LOOSE PARTS SCAVENGER HUNT!

5:00pm-7:00pm
October 7, 2020
November 7, 2020
December 2, 2020
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Learning your name is one of the first steps in learning how to read!

Write & Sing: Write your child’s first name on the whiteboard provided. Singsong 
the letters in order while you point along.

Name Game: Play “Guess Whose Name” with your child! Write the names of 
your family members with dry erase and ask your child to identify their name 
amongst the others.

Name Roll: Use the play-doh to roll out letters and create your child’s name.

Trace & Erase: Play disappearing letters to help your child learn the letters of 
their name. Write your child’s name. Allow them to trace the letters with their 
finger making the dry erase disappear. 

Material Mix-Up: Practice writing your child’s name with different materials like 
chalk and paint!

Recyclables: If you have a newspaper that is ready to recycle, ask your child to 
circle or cut out the letters of their name! Write the letters with dry erase. 

 

Music supports components of learning to read by allowing 
children to hear word parts and rhymes. Dance and movement 

strengthen muscles necessary for healthy bodies! 

Teach With Tunes: Sing and dance with your kids daily! Jack Hartman, 
Dr. Jean, Have Fun Teaching, The Learning Station and Koo Koo Kanga 
Roo are popular YouTube artists/groups that have free educational songs on 
the internet. Dance and sing along while supervising your children while on the 
internet!
Musical Props: Make dancing props with household items such as rags and 
brooms. Create musical instruments like homemade maracas, beans inside empty 
bottles, and practice keeping a beat/rhythm.

Use the scavenger hunt provided to create a collection of free 
educational materials!

Create Caps: Bottle caps with handwritten letters and numbers inside make fun 
games! Stack, throw them in the tub, or sort them.

Categorize: Sorting is another way to use found items. Sort by color, shape, 
material, etc.

Children learn by using their 5 senses. Strengthen their 
skills with these play-based activities.

Play Doh: Play-doh is perfect for sensory play! It is squishy and can be used to 
develop the skills necessary for writing and cutting.

Roll & Cut: Form a long snake with the play-doh and let your child cut it into 
tiny pieces.

Roll & Count: Teach your child to roll play-doh balls. Take turns rolling and 
counting out the spheres. Use the doodle pad to write down the number of 
spheres made.
Mold Your Feelings: Use sensory play to tame big emotions; upset children 
can be redirected to calm down by squeezing play-doh. Children can express 
emotions by creating dough characters that describe their feelings.

Shape & Trace: Roll the play-doh into shapes such as triangles, circles, squares, 
and rectangles. Ask your child to trace the dough shapes with crayons on paper.

Watercolors: Try finger painting letters, numbers, and shapes with watercolors.

At this age, young children are beginning to understand their abilities. Let 
them feel like “big” boys and girls by teaching them some appropriate 

independence. 

Pour & Drink: Practice independent pouring with little mess, pour delicious 
drinks in your child’s measuring cup. Allow them to transfer the liquid from their 
measuring cup to a real cup thus preparing their own beverage.

Sorting Socks: Have children help with laundry and matching by sorting socks!

Bind a Book: Validate your child’s artwork by making a book! Use the lacing 
string to bind or “publish” the pages together.

Grocery Shopping: Make grocery lists with your child. Cut labels off products 
and glue to them to paper. As children develop switch from cutting labels to 
copying the print. In the store, have your child help find the items from the cart.

Pretty Plates: Make small holes in paper plates and use the lacing string to 
weave/create interesting designs and shapes.

Practice Lacing: Use the lacing string and chunky beads to get little fingers ready 
for complicated tasks like tying shoes.

Cook Together: Allow your child to support meal preparation. Find simple tasks 
for them to do like counting and measuring!

Bathtub Fun: Use the measuring cups provided to practice pouring in the 
bathtub.


