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Suncoast Remake Learning Days Is Back!

With enthusiasm, we are gearing up for Suncoast Remake Learning Days 2024
and extend a warm invitation for you to join us!

From Saturday, April 20, 2024, through Saturday, May 4, 2024, Charlotte,
DeSoto, Manatee, and Sarasota counties will dazzle for 15 consecutive
days during this free regional learning festival. Join us and celebrate the joy of
adults and children learning side by side, all while embracing curiosity and
wonder!

CLICK HERE TO ACCESS THE EVENT GUIDE

[On Mobile] CLICK HERE TO DOWNLOAD THE APP

We look forward to your participation in this remarkable learning journey!
Questions? Please email connect@gradelevelreadingsuncoast.net.
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mailto:connect@gradelevelreadingsuncoast.net
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https://youtu.be/FWQOyZuhqN8
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TIME TO REGISTER FOR THIS BOOK IS COOL!

We all know THIS BOOK IS COOL!, but have you seen how cool the kiddos are?
Click the videos below to see highlights from Summer 2023.

The Suncoast Campaign for Grade-Level Reading is excited to welcome back
our 10-week THIS BOOK IS COOL! summer reading program. This FREE
summer adventure is designed to engage the minds of incoming students in
grades PreK–3 and encourage their continued learning through reading.

THIS BOOK IS COOL! is a series of 100 webisodes to encourage a love of
reading. It premiered on June 1, 2020, and since then, thousands of children
from across the Suncoast region have qualified to receive free books thanks to
the generosity of The Patterson Foundation. In 2023, 4,012 kiddos participated.
Two thousand six hundred seven completed the challenge, with a total of 100,695
books read!

Did you know that researchers have been poking around for over a century and
found something super interesting? It turns out that when students take a break
from school over the summer and don't keep their brains buzzing with
educational stuff, they lose some of their academic mojo. Imagine losing more

https://www.gradelevelreadingsuncoast.net/project/this-book-is-cool/
http://www.thepattersonfoundation.org/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_4eNx7lt5Gc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uBABmAsYEWg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FWQOyZuhqN8


than two months' worth of reading skills just because you spent the summer
chilling without cracking open a book!

Here's the kicker: the summer slide hits kids from families with fewer resources
especially hard. It's like they're trying to race toward third-grade reading
greatness, but someone keeps throwing banana peels in their way! And guess
what? This learning loss thing isn't a one-time deal. Nope, it's like a snowball
rolling down a hill, getting bigger and harder to stop each year.

But fear not! THIS BOOK IS COOL! swoops in to save the day, offering up all
sorts of cool opportunities to stop that pesky summer slide in its tracks. It's like
putting on your superhero cape and flying straight into the heart of the
achievement gap, armed with books, activities, and a whole lot of fun! Let's close
that gap and make summer learning a blast!

Participating children receive:
20 free books
Access to THIS BOOK IS COOL! online webisodes for each book (with
bonus content)
An activity guide with activities and word puzzles that correspond to the
books
Regular contact with a Suncoast Campaign for Grade-Level Reading
Engagement Team member
Invitations to family engagement events throughout the summer

​SCGLR will distribute books and hand out rewards to qualifying children (grades
PreK–3) who are registered and fully participating in THIS BOOK IS COOL!
To maintain an active status in THIS BOOK IS COOL!, parents must submit the
total number of books their child has read biweekly.

*To qualify for THIS BOOK IS COOL!, you must be: 
A resident of Charlotte, DeSoto, Manatee, or Sarasota counties 
Entering PreK-3rd grade 
Enrolled at a Title I school, eligible for free/reduced lunch, or have other
demonstrable need 

CLICK HERE TO REGISTER IN ENGLISH

CLICK HERE TO REGISTER IN SPANISH

Remember friends, reading is the key to succeeding!

https://www.gradelevelreadingsuncoast.net/project/this-book-is-cool/
https://bit.ly/TBIC-Registration
https://bit.ly/TBIC-Registration-in-Spanish


Breakfast with a Purpose, by Beth Duda, director of the Suncoast Campaign for
Grade-Level Reading

The excitement was palpable on a Saturday morning when 200 early learning
educators gathered at the Manatee Performing Arts Center with the aspiration of
improving the transition to kindergarten. Big smiles were evident as individuals
entered the lobby, well ahead of the 8:00 am arrival time. While holding the door
for me, Kelly*, a preschool teacher, said, “There are not many things that get me
out this early on a Saturday, but I just love these breakfasts. They are always so
worthwhile.”

A child’s transition from pre-K to kindergarten is an important time. It builds the
foundation for academic, behavioral, and social skills and can be instrumental in
establishing positive family-school connections. Studies done by the national
interdisciplinary early childhood research network, the Early Learning Network,
show significant misalignment in experiences children have in pre-K and
kindergarten classrooms. These studies show complex governance systems and
a lack of interagency collaboration as the cause of this misalignment.

Manatee County is actively addressing interagency collaboration. Manatee
County’s Early Learning Task Force made up of representatives of Manatee
County Schools, Step Up Suncoast, and the Early Learning Coalition of Manatee
County, invited pre-K teachers, pre-K administrators, and kindergarten teachers
to come together to learn new information, explore resources, and continue to
build relationships. A partnership with the Suncoast Campaign for Grade-Level
Reading, generously funded by The Patterson Foundation, provided a delicious
breakfast for everyone in attendance. The content of this meeting centered
around summer learning. The Early Learning Task Force plans these mornings
with great intention. The seating arrangements have pre-K educators placed with
kindergarten teachers from their same neighborhoods, the table decorations
include resources that can be taken back to the classrooms, the speakers are
highly engaging while sharing actionable content, and there is plenty of time built
into the schedule for table mates to get to know each other while working
together on planned activities.

I visited several tables to gather feedback for use in this blog post. Here is a
sample of what was shared:

​“I love these breakfasts. We are building community and building

https://www.thepattersonfoundation.org/about/staff/bduda.html
https://www.manateeperformingartscenter.com/
https://earlylearningnetwork.unl.edu/about/
https://www.manateeschools.net/
https://stepupsuncoast.org/
https://www.elc-manatee.org/
https://www.thepattersonfoundation.org/


knowledge.”

“I get new ideas every time I attend. The first time I came, I didn’t like that
we couldn’t sit with our friends. But, by the time the morning ended, I was
like, ‘duh’! We get stronger because we’re making new friends. Now, I look
forward to seeing everyone.”

“I love the resources that are shared. My whole class benefits from the
three hours I spend at the breakfast.”

“We all come together because we care about the very same things…the
success of our children and families.”

“We get “free stuff” and sometimes an incentive from the ELC of Manatee
County. Those things get me out of bed, but it’s the content and
relationships that keep me coming.

“I want to thank The Patterson Foundation. These breakfasts give us a
chance to share our real experiences. No matter what the event, if The
Patterson Foundation is involved, we know it’s going to be “top-drawer.

Manatee County’s Early Learning Taskforce has found an effective way to get
pre-K and kindergarten teachers to interact, share information, and explore ways
to strengthen family communication through their “Breakfast with a Purpose.”

 
We welcome your thoughts. Contact us at info@GradeLevelReadingSuncoast.net. 
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