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Inspiring Future Voters 

There's no better time than an election year to inspire our future voters! We hope
you'll begin having conversations about voting with the youngsters in your life and
consider this election season an opportunity to create interest and excitement in
civic engagement. There is no right or wrong age to introduce concepts of
democracy to our kiddos!

Here are some conversation starters to get you going with your littles:
Voting is a way for us to make important decisions together. When adults vote,
they are choosing leaders and making decisions about rules and laws. It's like
picking the best person for a team captain or deciding what game to play during
recess, but on a much bigger scale! 

Here's why it's so important: 
Choosing Our Leaders: When we vote, we help choose who will make the rules
and decisions for our community, state, and country. These leaders work on
making our world a better place to live. It's important to vote for someone who
shares the values that you believe in. 
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Having a Voice: Voting is like having a voice in a big conversation. Your vote
represents your voice. Everyone's vote is important because it helps guarantee
that each person's ideas and needs are being heard.

Making Decisions Together: At school, you may vote on what game to play at
recess or what to do for Fun Friday. Much like you, adults vote to help make
decisions on important issues like how to make our schools better or how to take
care of our parks.

Being Responsible: Voting is a way to demonstrate that we care about helping
make the community feel safe and secure for everyone.

You'll get to vote when you're older, but for now, keep learning about the process
and ask lots of questions! You can even "Pledge to Register" here and get a
reminder to register to vote on your 18th birthday. Listen to what Kid President
has to share about good (and bad) ways to make BIG decisions: Making Tough
Choices with Kid President. You can also check out Vote For Our Future Read
Aloud and this family-fun voting ballot.

Adults, let's remember that we have the privilege of being an example. Voting
sets the tone for a lifetime of civic engagement. By voting, we demonstrate the
importance of making our voices heard. It lets our children learn that their input
matters, and they deserve a spot at the table. 

A Friendsgiving Event to Remember!
Due to unforeseen circumstances caused by Hurricanes Debby, Helene, and
Milton, the Suncoast Campaign had to cancel three in-person events. Undaunted,
SCGLR is moving forward with Friendsgiving, an informational and fun event
happening on November 21! Join us to catch up with existing friends, meet new
friends, and learn more about Suncoast Remake Learning Days.

SCGLR is also participating in The Patterson Foundation’s Digital Access for All
(DA4A) Device Drive. You can help bridge the digital divide in the Suncoast
region by donating your old device for refurbishing. All donated devices will be
given to the Sarasota Technology Users Group (STUG), a nonprofit founded in
1982 that provides monthly tech classes to its members and refurbishes used
devices to support individuals and nonprofits in the community who need them.
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Register for Friendsgiving here!

Donate Your Used Devices to the
Digital Access for All Device Drive

Through November 30, The Patterson Foundation’s Digital Access for All (DA4A)
Device Drive continues!

You can drop off devices at SCGLR's Friendsgiving event or one of the many
donation locations throughout the Suncoast region. Details are available in
English and Spanish.  

Two Reasons to Donate Your Unused Devices:
1. Support the Local Community
By donating unused devices, you can help bridge the digital divide in the
Suncoast region. Access to technology is essential for education, healthcare, and
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employment opportunities. Donating devices directly supports individuals and
families in need, ensuring they have the tools to thrive.

2. Promote Sustainability
Donating old devices helps reduce electronic waste by giving technology a
second life. Instead of discarding old devices, you can contribute to sustainability
efforts by ensuring devices are refurbished and reused, reducing environmental
impact.

All donated devices will be given to the Sarasota Technology Users
Group (STUG). Founded in 1982, STUG is a nonprofit organization that provides
monthly tech classes to its members and refurbishes used devices to give to
individuals and nonprofits in the community who need them. 
STUG began renovating computers in February 2004; since then, over 20,000
computers have been donated to our community. Recipients include
disadvantaged school children, low-income adults/seniors, individuals in recovery
programs, and others trying to emerge from homelessness or other problems. 

Questions? Email Marla Smith, Project Lead, at msmithtpf@gmail.com or call her
at 941-713-9724

Suncoast Remake Learning Days 2025
Suncoast Remake Learning Days launched in 2022 with 150 free family events 
across four counties. By 2024, the festival expanded from 10 to 15 days, 
featuring 304 events presented by 277 community organizations.
With great excitement, we begin preparations for Suncoast Remake Learning 
Days (SRLD) 2025 and and extend a warm invitation for you to join us in 
celebrating the joy of children and adults learning side by side.
The 15-day, free, regional learning festival will be held from Saturday, April 19, 
2025, through Saturday, May 3, 2025, across Charlotte, DeSoto, Manatee, and 
Sarasota counties.

This brochure explains how community organizations can become SRLD event 
hosts and earn the support of The Patterson Foundation.

To receive more information about Suncoast Remake Learning Days, click here 
to register for an upcoming webversation or click here to sign up for a Muscle 
Building Labinar.
.
Questions? Please email connect@gradelevelreadingsuncoast.net
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We welcome your thoughts. Contact us at info@GradeLevelReadingSuncoast.net. 
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