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Welcome to the 2019 Suncoast Summer Reading Challenge! 

Whether you’re a newcomer to the program or a seasoned camp 

site, we’re honored that you’ve chosen to participate in this year’s 

Suncoast Summer Reading Challenge! 

 

 
NATIONAL SUMMER LEARNING WEEK 
National Summer Learning Week is a celebration dedicated to 

advocacy and awareness around elevating the importance of 

keeping kids learning, safe, and healthy every summer by ensuring 

they return to school in the fall ready to succeed. This year, National 

Summer Learning Week is July 8-13, 2019. We are encouraging 

camps to get pictures of board members and staff 

members reading to the kids. The National Summer Learning 

Association sponsors National Summer Learning Week and has a 

wonderful website with lots of ideas, tools, and resources.  

Access the National Summer Learning Week Toolkit. 

 
 
 
 

 

Mind in the Making 
Workshops 

An opportunity for parents, 
grandparents, child-care 
professionals, early-learning 
educators and caregivers. 
Join us on a learning 
adventure designed to help 
you and your children 
thrive. For more 
information, visit 
gradelevelreadingsuncoast. 
net 

 
The Suncoast Campaign for 
Grade-Level Reading is 
happily extending support 
for THE POWER OF 
PRESENCE book circles 
through the summer 
months. Register to lead a 
book circle in May, June or

https://www.summerlearning.org/summer-learning-week/summer-learning-toolkit-programs/
https://www.gradelevelreadingsuncoast.net/project/mind-in-the-making/
https://www.gradelevelreadingsuncoast.net/project/mind-in-the-making/
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScgANB6tx64H3hqU6r0L4XMBo9iDsj2cAjkSuAeF_ZOv7JGhg/viewform?usp=sf_link
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScgANB6tx64H3hqU6r0L4XMBo9iDsj2cAjkSuAeF_ZOv7JGhg/viewform?usp=sf_link


SOCIAL MEDIA TIPS & IDEAS 
 
Do you have a personal Facebook, Twitter, or Instagram account? How 
about using social media to promote your camp site this summer? Social 
media is a great way to reach a wide audience and feature events and 
activities at your camp site. Here are a few tips and reminders when using 
social media: 
 
Twitter: The difference between handles and hashtags! 

 When using Twitter, if you want someone to know you are 
Tweeting a message, use their handle, or the @ symbol. It’s 
like knocking on a friend’s door and saying, “Hey! Look at 
this!” Here’s an example from Gina with EduCare Learning 

Center in Charlotte County @Green_MNM  
 

 
 

 If you are Tweeting about your summer reading events and 
activities, be sure to include @SuncoastCGLR and 
@ThePattersonFdn handles in your Tweets so we can share! 

 

 Here are a few additional hashtags to include in your future 
Tweets about summer reading activities and events at your 
camp site: #GLReading #SummerRC2019 
#SummerLearningWeek 

 
Pictures are a great way to catch a viewer’s attention and feature an event or 
activity at your camp site. It’s important to pay attention to the image you 
are using in a Tweet, a Facebook post or Instagram post, so as not to distract 
from what you are trying to feature. Keep in mind the following when 
posting pictures on social media: 

 Is the image backlit or too dark?  

 Are there shadows cast onto the subject?  

 Are everyone’s eyes open?  

 Is there someone in the background doing something silly or 
distracting from the focus of the picture?  

 Does the picture capture the event well? 

 Is the image blurry? 

 Is the image large enough? 

READING STRATEGIES, 
TIPS, AND TRICKS! 

In this section, you will find tips, 

skills, and strategy suggestions 

to encourage your campers to 

love reading! 

READING STRATEGY TIP: 
READING FLUENCY 

Reading fluency is the rate at which 

you read.  A fluent reader will 

sound as though they’re having a 

conversation when reading. The 

words flow naturally and 

rhythmically when you listen to a 

fluent reader. Why is reading 

fluency important? Fluency is an 

important factor in reading 

comprehension. If a reader is 

having difficulty sounding out or 

decoding words, the fluency of their 

reading will sound broken and 

choppy—making it more difficult to 

understand what’s being read. If a 

reader is fluent, the words stream 

together fluidly to make a 

comprehendible sentence, which 

then form a paragraph and page 

that are more easily 

understandable. How do I 

encourage reading fluency? 

Students can practice fluency by 

reading the same passage multiple 

times. You might be thinking, 

“Doesn’t that defeat the purpose of 

comprehension? If students read 

the passage over and over again, 

they’re going to start to memorize 

it, right?” Yes! And for reading 

fluency, that is very helpful! When 

a student can anticipate the words 

that are coming up in a passage, 

they can focus on how they sound 

when they read, versus focusing on 

decoding words. Reading a passage 

multiple times can help students 

increase their reading fluency, and 

that can help students gain 

confidence in their reading! 

https://twitter.com/Green_MNM
https://twitter.com/SuncoastCGLR
https://twitter.com/ThePattersonFdn


 

 

LITERACY IN ACTION! 
“If you really want something, you figure out how  

to make it happen.” 

– Cher 
 
We want to highlight your camp during the 2019 Suncoast Summer 
Reading Program. Share with us how your campers and families are 
connecting, learning, and evolving through the Summer Reading 
Challenge! 
                                                                           

 
 

 
 

    

Left: Boys and Girls 
with The Dive into 
Reading Program 
at Anna Maria 
Oyster Bar proudly 
show their 
bracelets.  

Right: An engaged 
reader with Girls 
Inc. in Sarasota.   

READING STRATEGIES, TIPS 
AND TRICKS! 

In this section, you will find tips, 

skills, and strategy suggestions to 

encourage your campers to love 

reading! 

 

READING STRATEGY TIP: 
HOW TO FIND THE RIGHT 
BOOK  

When a student is choosing a book to 

read, they often have difficulty 

selecting one that is just right for 

them—a book on their reading level 

that can be read independently. Aid 

students with this task by teaching 

them the Five Finger Rule. 

 Choose a book and read the 

first page or two. 

 Put one finger up for every 

word you don’t know 

 If five of your fingers go up 

while reading, choose another 

book. 

 If only two or three fingers go 

up, you have found just the 

right book!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Left: Campers at 
Emma E. Booker 
enjoy learning about 
space after hearing a 
book about 
astronomy.  

Right: Campers at 
Bradenton’s Dream 
Center enjoy 
breakfast before 
reading.  

Below: A reader from the Dreamers 
Program in Sarasota practices reading 
aloud. Right: Boys and girls at Sarasota 
Parks and Rec learn about kindness from a 
read aloud.  


