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Welcome to the 2019 Suncoast Summer Reading Challenge! 

Whether you’re a newcomer to the program or a seasoned camp 

site, we’re honored that you’ve chosen to participate in this year’s 

Suncoast Summer Reading Challenge! 

WHAT DO GOOD READERS DO? 
They keep reading! Our goal at the Suncoast Campaign for Grade-

Level Reading (SCGLR) is to strengthen students reading skills. We 

want to help bridge the gap between the school year and summer 

time. Many students experience a decline in reading proficiency 

simply because they aren’t reading during the summer months. The 

Suncoast Summer Reading Challenge is one way to encourage 

students to continue reading even though they’re not at school. So, 

what are some things that good readers do (besides keep reading!)? 

Good readers self-monitor their reading, asking themselves 

questions along the way. They ask themselves, “Does that make 

sense?” or “What does that mean?” Good readers also make 

connections to what they’ve read—a text-to-self connection. Making 

connections is a very powerful way to engage readers, because when 

we make a personal connection to what we’ve just read, we want to 

read more!

Mind in the Making 
Workshops 

An opportunity for parents, 
grandparents, child-care 
professionals, early-learning 
educators and caregivers. 
Join us on a learning 
adventure designed to help 
you and your children 
thrive. For more 
information, please contact 
info@gradelevelreadingsunc
oast.net 

The Suncoast Campaign for 
Grade-Level Reading is 
happily extending support 
for THE POWER OF 
PRESENCE book circles 
through the summer 
months. Register to lead a 
book circle in May, June or 
July. 
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READING SKILLS BY GRADE LEVEL 

How do I know if my students are reading on grade-level? How do I 

know if they are struggling in reading? These are important 

questions to ask yourself if you’re a parent, educator, camp 

counselor, grandparent, mentor, friend, or anyone who spends time 

with children!  Here is a quick breakdown of the reading skills 

students need to master at each grade level. 

 
 
 
 
Birth to Age Five: 

 Expressive Language – the ability to use language to express 
your wants and needs 

 Language Comprehension – the ability to understand 
language 

 Letter Knowledge – can he/she sing the ABC song? 

 Phonemic Awareness – the ability to hear, identify, and 
manipulate the individual sounds, or phonemes, in spoken 
words 

 
 
 
Kindergarten: 

 Letter Knowledge – the ability to say, recognize, and write the 
letters in the alphabet 

 Phonemic Awareness – the ability to hear, identify, and 
manipulate the individual sounds, or phonemes, in spoken and 
print words 

 High Frequency Words – also known as sight words or Dolch 
words. High frequency words are the words most frequently 
occurring in the text we read 

 
 
 
 
First Grade: 

 Phonemic Awareness – the ability to hear, identify, and 
manipulate the individual sounds, or phonemes, in spoken and 
print words 

 High Frequency Words – the ability to recognize the words 
most frequently occurring in the text we read 

 Phonics – phonics is the relationship between the letters of 
written language and the sounds of spoken language. This is 
where decoding and sounding out words comes into play 

 
 
 
 
 
Second and Third Grade: 

 Vocabulary – the development of higher-level words and the 
ability to use them appropriately 

 Fluency – the ability to read with speed, accuracy, and proper 
expression 

 Comprehension – the ability to understand written text and to 
read aloud  

READING STRATEGIES, 
TIPS, AND TRICKS!  

In this section, you will find reading 

tips, skills, and strategy suggestions for 

engaging your campers in the love of 

reading!  

READING STRATEGY TIP: 
STRETCH THE SOUNDS 

Stretching the sounds of an 

unfamiliar word is one way to help 

students decode words or sound 

them out. When a student 

approaches an unfamiliar word, start 

with the strategy we talked about last 

week – Get your mouth ready! Then, 

have the students say each sound in 

the word in a continuous sound. 

Have students visualize the sounds 

in the word like a rubber band, 

stretching each sound out and 

blending it right into the next sound. 

For example, if a student is trying to 

read the word summer, stretching 

the sounds in that word would sound 

like: sssssssuuuuuuuummmmmmm-

rrrrrrrrr. Gradually have the student 

say the sounds faster together until 

they’ve decoded, or sounded out, the 

word on their own! Stretching the 

sounds of a word helps students 

ensure they aren’t leaving any letter 

sounds out and builds confidence in 

reluctant readers and their decoding 

abilities! 

https://www.gradelevelreadingsuncoast.net/wp-content/uploads/2019/05/6-1-19_SSRC-Newsletter.pdf


The campers at Manatee 
YMCA La Mirada 
Apartments are learning and 
sharing through reading! 
What a great way to start the 
Suncoast Summer Reading 
Challenge!  

 
 

Campers at Manatee YMCA Harllee 
Middle School are listening and 
engaging in a Dr. Seuss read aloud. 
Campers were actively discussing Oh, 
the Places You’ll Go. 

Staff at Just for Girls are 
gearing up for the Summer 
Reading Challenge with a 
collage of SCGLR materials for 
the lobby where parents can 
stay informed! 

Campers with Better Tomorrows and the 
Sarasota Boys and Girls Club are interacting 
with literacy using hands on activities and 
colorful texts.  

LITERACY IN ACTION! 

 
 

 

“Example is not the main thing in influencing others. It is the only thing.” 

 – Albert Schwietzer 
 

 

 

                  
 

 

 

Have you thought about using social media to share your thoughts? Tweet about your camps’ success! 
#SummerRC2019 #glreading @readingby3rd @ThePattersonFdn @summerlearning. 

https://twitter.com/hashtag/SummerRC2019?src=hash
https://twitter.com/SuncoastCGLR
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https://twitter.com/readingby3rd
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https://twitter.com/summerlearning

