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Welcome to the 2019 Suncoast Summer Reading Challenge! 
Whether you’re a newcomer to the program or a seasoned 
partner, we’re honored that you’ve chosen to participate in this 
year’s Suncoast Summer Reading Challenge! 

SIX BOOKS TO SUMMER SUCCESS 
The Suncoast Campaign for Grade-Level Reading is sponsoring the 
2019 Suncoast Summer Reading Challenge, encouraging children 
to read at least six books during the summer months. Research 
shows that by reading at least six books at the appropriate reading 
level during the summer, children may experience summer learning 
gains instead of the all too common summer slide. Any Pre-K or 
elementary school student from Charlotte, DeSoto, Manatee, and 
Sarasota counties can participate in the 2019 Suncoast Summer 
Reading Challenge.

The Suncoast Campaign 
for Grade-Level Reading is 
happily extending support 
for THE POWER OF 
PRESENCE book circles 
through the summer 
months.  Register to lead a 
book circle in May, June or 
July.

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScgANB6tx64H3hqU6r0L4XMBo9iDsj2cAjkSuAeF_ZOv7JGhg/viewform
mailto:info@gradelevelreadingsuncoast.net


WHY READ DURING THE SUMMER?
Reading during the summer months is crucial for our children. In 
fact, students who do not read during the summer months can fall 
up to two months behind in school! Just think – one month of no 
reading over the summer = one month behind in school. Two 
months of no summer reading = two months behind in school. 
Students who do not read during the summer start the school year 
behind, while their peers who continued reading move farther 
ahead. But, it’s never too late!! The wonderful thing about summer 
reading is that it doesn’t have to be structured the way it is during 
the school year. There are no tests, reports, or assignments for 
summer reading. Summertime is all about FUN, so that’s what 
summer reading should be all about too! Helping our children stay 
on track, while simultaneously fostering a love of reading, will 
truly serve them well throughout their lives. 

HOW CAN I HELP MAKE READING FUN? 
There are many programs and incentives to use with students in 
addition to the Suncoast Summer Reading Challenge. Students 
often need extrinsic motivation to continue with a task – a reward 
or incentive to persevere. The multi-colored bracelets offered with 
the Suncoast Summer Reading Challenge are a perfect example! 
Eventually, we hope reading will become its own intrinsic 
motivator for children. But in the meantime, here are a few other 
programs and incentives that might also be a great motivator for 
students to keep reading this summer!

• The American Library Association has recommended summer
reading lists for birth through middle school. Check out their
website.

• Here’s another recommended reading list from Read Aloud 15
Minutes.

• Make it fun! Some children may enjoy using a Reading BINGO
card to choose different ways to read, such as reading with a
stuffed animal or reading a different genre of book. Here’s an
example from Pinterest.

READING STRATEGIES, 
TIPS, AND TRICKS!  

In this section, you will find reading 

tips, skills, and strategy suggestions 

for engaging your campers in the 

love of reading!  

READING STRATEGY TIP: The 
importance of sight words

Sight words are words that appear 

frequently in most of the text we 

read, but can’t easily be sounded 

out. Learning sight words helps 

children become more confident 

readers. This list sight words, grades 

k–3, include the most commonly 

used words every kid should know, 

also called high frequency words. 

You can find these words in the 

Summer Learning Toolkit beginning 

on page 14. Although kids won’t 

need to be able to read these sight 

words until the end of their grade, if 

you’ve got a child itching to get 

started with sight words, this is a 

great place to start!

https://www.gradelevelreadingsuncoast.net/wp-content/uploads/2018/03/SCGLR_Family_Guide_COMBINED-2019.pdf
https://www.pinterest.com/pin/276901077068693406
https://www.gradelevelreadingsuncoast.net/wp-content/uploads/2018/03/SSRC_2019_Provider_Toolkit-2019.pdf
http://www.readaloud.org/bookselections.html
https://www.pinterest.com/pin/276901077068693406/
http://www.ala.org/alsc/publications-resources/book-lists/2019-summer-reading-list


LITERACY IN ACTION!

“First thing every morning before you arise say out loud, 
“I believe,” three times.” – Ovid

We want to highlight your camp during the 2019 Suncoast Summer 
Reading Program. Share with us how your campers 
and families are connecting, learning, and evolving through the 
Summer Reading Challenge! #SummerRC2019

Have you thought about using social media to share your thoughts? 
Tweet, or post to Facebook or Instagram about your camp's success! Be 
sure to tag SCGLR too! @SuncoastCGLR #SummerRC2019 #GLReading 
@readingby3rd @ThePattersonFdn @summerlearning.  

READING STRATEGIES, 
TIPS, AND TRICKS!  

In this section, you will find 

reading tips, skills, and strategy 

suggestions for engaging your 

campers in the love of reading! 

READING SRATEGY TIP: 
Word Attack

Word Attack is a term many 
teachers use when describing 
how a student sounds out an 
unfamiliar word. Word attack 
skills are a key component to 
building a strong foundation in 
readers. Allowing a student to 
sound out unfamiliar words, 
rather than simply saying the 
word for them, also helps build 
their vocabulary. 

One phrase you can say to 
students who are struggling 
with sounding out a word is, 
“Get your mouth ready!” 
Students then must think about 
what their mouth should look 
and feel like in order to make 
the first sound of an unknown 
word. For example, if a student 
is trying to sound out the word 
WITH, we want the student to 
purse his/her lips as if they’re 
getting ready to whistle. This is 
what their mouth should feel 
like when preparing to make 
the “w” sound in the word with. 

“Get your mouth ready!” is just 
one of many word attack skills 
that you can use with students 
as they navigate new words in a 
story!

Campers from Visible Men 
Academy Summer SHINE Camp 
are leading the charge to the 
2019 Suncoast Summer Reading 
Challenge!  

Literacy in Action from the 
2018 Suncoast Summer 
Reading Challenge. Watch for 
upcoming newsletters that may 
feature your camp! 




