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Book Circles Engage 
Participants From All 
Walks of Life 

Dozens of book circles are meeting 
regularly across the Suncoast region to 
read and discuss The Power of Presence, 
by author Joy Thomas Moore.  As a result, 
community members in Charlotte, Desoto, 
Manatee and Sarasota are learning that 
you don't have to be a parent to be 
present in the life of a child. 

Book circle leader Dawnyelle Singleton 
hosted her first book circle at Visible Men 
Academy in Bradenton. Dawnyelle said “I 
so enjoyed sharing The Power of Presence 
with our book circle participants. I feel 
inspired, and reflective, as I apply many 
of the principles to my daily well-being. The 
book is not just for those who parent, it is 
for anyone who wants to have a 
meaningful interaction with children." The 
discussion was so rich and full, we started 
our own Facebook group so we can 
continue the conversations online! 

Pete 
Shattuck's 
book circle 
is sharing 
The Power 
of Presence 
at the 
Venice 
YMCA. 

Nicole Craig's Book circle recently met for 
their first meeting. Share a photo of your book 
circle. 



Book Circle Leaders Are Using 
Interactive Techniques to 
Engage Participants 
Click Here to register to lead a 
book circle. 

Dr. Sheila Halpin, of 
Manatee County Schools, is 
hosting several book circles 
in our region. Sheila 
recently engaged her book 
circle participants in The 
Power of Presence using an 
interactive technique called 
the jigsaw technique. Sheila 
shares the following: 

“This week our book circles 
used a jigsaw technique. For 
homework, we divided up 
the reading with each 
member choosing a Presence 
that spoke to us. Upon 
returning this week, circle 
groups were presented with 
a big sheet of paper with 
numbers representing each 
Presence in a specific 
location on the sheet.  

Each member was asked to 
create a visual 
representation of the 
Presence they read about 
and to identify a word that 
captured the theme of that 
Presence. 

Members were asked to 
consider the foreground, middle 
ground and background of the 
image they were going to create 
and to calculate what mediums 
they were going to use. Their 
visual representation was to be 
done with intention. 

After approximately 15 
minutes, members were asked 
to share their Presence, their 
picture image, and their word. 
They were encouraged to 
explain the Presence in greater 
detail through their art. After 
the original member/artist 
shared, each of the other circle 
members added an image to 
the original drawing. They then 
spoke about the image they 
added and provided an 
explanation on why they 
selected the image to share. 

We have had great feedback 
from this activity. It was unique 
and many of the circle members 
shared they got to know each 
other in a different and deeper 
way.” 

In future editions of “The 
PULSE,” we want to highlight 
your book circle! Share with us 
how your book circle is 
connecting, learning, sharing, 
evolving, and strengthening 
through the Seven Pillars Joy 
shares in her book! 

Connect@gradelevelreadi 
ngsuncoast.net 

 

Discussion Guide 
Question of the Week: From 
the chapter, Presence of 
Heart. 
Joy says, "We want to feel 
welcomed and grateful to 
see our kids after a long day 
apart. Instead we are 
exhausted and irritable and 
feel taken for granted.”  Joy 
came up with a technique to 
“settle” herself after work 
before engaging with her 
children. What is your 
experience when you return 
home after a day at work? 
How can you reframe your 
current experience to show 
more presence of heart? 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdwYsgTA42fCVRZ-tUSo1KjCvvdRXKouw6KaSl-eh7NtvMb0A/viewform



