
Book Circle “Nuggets” 
Nuggets are tips to support connecting, learning, 

sharing, evolving and strengthening book circles. 

Question: How do the “Lessons from a Lioness” 
connect to participants?  

Book Circle Leader Michelle Wright says: 
“Everyone had positive comments about the book 
when we met. Many said how they found it easy to 
read and relate to. The most valuable part was that 
everyone was able to share and engage with the 
discussion questions. Even when they were at first 
unsure how to relate to the  'Lessons from a Lioness,' 
after others shared, they found they could relate to 
their examples." 

Book Circle Leader Kelly McWilliams says: 
"The most impactful part of our book circle is the time 
for discussion. As staff members, we don't often discuss 
our own personal experiences as a parent, growing up 
with our parents, and the parents we work with every 
day. It is incredible how each of our viewpoints allows 
us to see the same situations through a different lens. 
The discussion sparked by Joy Thomas Moore's words, 
specifically the 'Lessons from a Lioness,' have been 
engaging and thought provoking.” 
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 “Lessons from a 
Lioness” Are 
Appreciated Among 
Book Circles   

Pam Parmenter is the director of Early 
Learning at the Early Learning Coalition of 
Manatee County.  Pam is hosting a book 
circle and shared one word to describe her 
first book circle meeting – “WOW!” Pam 
shared that her participants feel the 
'Lessons from a Lioness' resonate with 
them in a powerful way.  

Priya Parikh had a similar reaction to her 
first book circle meeting reporting, "It was 
everything and more. The ladies in my 
group particularly appreciated the 'Lessons 
from a Lioness' and what that metaphor 
means for women raising a family. 

Personally, I found the section entitled 
'Don’t be afraid to share your child' quite 
eye opening. As new parents, we want to 
always be there for our little one and make 
every decision and experience every new 
thing with them. It was nice to be 
reminded that it really does take a village. 
Besides grandparents, we will over time 
come to rely on educators and a greater 
circle to make up our village.”  



Book Circle Leaders Are 
Eager to Share and Connect 
with The Power of Presence 
Click Here to register to lead 
a book circle. 

Jaclyn Campbell and 
Shannon Baker are hosting 
a book circle for mothers 
from St Armand’s Key 
Lutheran Church in 
Sarasota.  

Jaclyn reported after their 
first book circle meeting, 
“We had a great first 
meeting, it was really 
uplifting. We shared why we 
joined the book circle and 
what we hoped to get out of 
it. That led to a healing 
debrief of each of our 
concerns and hopes for 
parenting. It’s great to be 
encouraged by a newly-
formed village.”  

“We are diving deep! We are 
going to meet again in two 
weeks and will try to meet 
frequently. We know we will 
have a rotating group as 
commitments take us in 
different directions. I started a 
Facebook page for easy 
communication. 

I hosted the first get-together 
at my place. I think we like the 
feeling of meeting at 
someone’s home, but also think 
we may go on some 
adventures as well.”  

Heather Koester is also a part 
of the book circle at St 
Armand’s. She said, “Wow! 
Blown away by our first book 
circle meeting. Creating a 
space that allows authentic 
connections in a relaxed 
setting, can’t wait to read more 
of The Power of Presence 
book!” 

In future editions of “The 
PULSE,” we want to highlight 
your book circle! 

Share with us how your book 
circle is connecting, learning, 
sharing, evolving and 
strengthening through the 
seven Pillars Joy shares in her 
book! 

Connect@gradelevelreadi 
ngsuncoast.net 

Discussion Guide 
Question of the Week: 

Joy says, “There is the job 
we have to teach our 
children about —
connectedness — the 
different ways to relate to 
different types of people, 
why manners matter, and 
how to connect even with 
those we have little in 
common with.” 

What do you teach your 
children or family about 
connectedness? 

The youngest member of the 
book circle. 

The book circle members have a 
“newly-formed village.” 

Heather can’t wait to read more of 
The Power of Presence. Have you 
thought about using social media 
to share your thoughts and 
feelings?

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdwYsgTA42fCVRZ-tUSo1KjCvvdRXKouw6KaSl-eh7NtvMb0A/viewform
mailto:connect@gradelevelreadingsuncoast.net



