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The Conversations                        

Continue Across the                

Region and on Social             

Media!                                                                                                  
The Suncoast Campaign for Grade Level                              
Reading is thrilled that community                       
members from Charlotte, DeSoto, Sarasota             
and Manatee counties are continuing to 
learn, share, and evolve through The 
Power of Presence!                                            

 

 
  
  

 
 
 
Book circle 
member 
Stacey 
Gadeken 
shares the 
excitement 
she felt at 
her first 
book circle 
on Twitter.  

Mellisa Febus, a member of the SKY Family  
YMCA Book Circle, proudly displaying her 
“book worm” socks for The Power of 
Presence book circle meeting in Venice. 
      
Presence book circle meeting in Venice.  

      
   
“book worm” socks for The Power of 
     
  
Presence book circle meeting in 
Venice.  
 Teresa Masterson, a school health specialist with 

the School District of Manatee County hosts a 
book circle.  
 

 

 

Author, Joy Thomas Moore 
will return to Florida’s 
Suncoast in May to connect 
with book circle 
participants.  Look for 
details on her visit in 
upcoming newsletters.  
 

 



Book Circle Leaders and 
Participants Spread the 
Message of Presence! 

Click Here to register to lead 
a book circle.  

Book circle leader Jayne 
Tingley of Centerstone 
Bradenton is hosting two 
book circles, one for school-
based staff and another for 
outpatient staff.  

Jayne explained how one 
book circle participant 
evolved because of her 
participation in The Power 
of Presence book circle.  

“One of my school-based 
therapists was working with 
a 5th-grade student who has 
the latest iPhone. A friend 
the child corresponds with 
via social media reported a 
concern to the child. The 
child was worried about it, 
and she showed the posting 
to the principal. 

The principal responded by 
asking why the child had that 
particular phone and then 
told her what sites she 
should stay away from. The 
principal missed the 
important fact that the child 
had come to the principal 
over her grandmother with 
this concern.” 

When the principal was sharing 
the story with the therapist, 
she took a chance and asked 
the principal why he did not 
praise the child for bringing this 
concern to him? The therapist 
reminded the principal how 
important it is for him to listen 
and acknowledge the 5th grader 
for what she was seeking 
rather than scold her for it.  

The therapist recommended to 
the principal the book, The 
Power of Presence.”  
Thankfully, the principal 
welcomed the feedback and 
was already aware of The 
Power of Presence as they 
were about to start a book 
circle at the school. The 
principal took a step back, 
looked at the therapist, and 
thanked her for reminding him 
of the importance of presence. 

In future editions of “The 
PULSE,” we want to highlight 
your book circle! 

Share with us how your book 
circle is connecting, learning, 
sharing, evolving and 
strengthening through the 
seven Pillars Joy shares in her 
book! 

Connect@gradelevelreadi
ngsuncoast.net 

Discussion Guide 
Question of the Week: 

Joy shares one of her family 
mantras, “All you can do is 
the best you can do, and the 
rest you have to leave to 
faith.”  

She continues to say, “It’s 
not blind faith, but faith 
grounded in informed  
decision-making, constant 
vigilance, and an active 
pursuit of wanting more, 
wanting better.”  

What are your aspirations 
for yourself, your family, 
and your community?  

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdwYsgTA42fCVRZ-tUSo1KjCvvdRXKouw6KaSl-eh7NtvMb0A/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdwYsgTA42fCVRZ-tUSo1KjCvvdRXKouw6KaSl-eh7NtvMb0A/viewform
mailto:Connect@gradelevelreadingsuncoast.net
mailto:Connect@gradelevelreadingsuncoast.net



