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The Power of 
Presence: The 
PULSE Newsletter 
The PULSE newsletter connects The Power of 
Presence books circles across our region 

Book Circles Meet 
Parents Where they Are 
Community members in Charlotte, Desoto, 
Manatee and Sarasota are connecting, 
learning and sharing through The Power of 
Presence book circles.  

Book circle leader Elena Vizvary hosts a book 
circle in her home in Sarasota. Although some 
of her book circle members were not familiar 
with Joy Thomas Moore prior to the book 
circle, one member shared her experience in 
hearing Joy’s son Wes Moore speak about his 
book, The Other Wes Moore, and how excited 
she was to now read Joy’s views on parenting 
and staying present.  

The circle is excited to continue to learn, 
share and evolve using The Power of 
Presence.   
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Ashley Coone’s book circle recently gathered 
for High Tea.  Share a photo of your book 
circle 

Parents and 
staff from 
Visible Men 
Academy 
gathered for 
their first 
book circle 
meeting.  
Twelve 
people 
shared 
“Great 
conversation
s and 
outlooks”. 

Elena Vizvary and her book circle group 
members are excited to share and learn more 

from The Power of Presence. 



 

 

 Book Circle Leaders Are Taking the 
Conversation on The Power of 
Presence to Social Media! Click Here 
to register to lead a book circle.  

 

 
Book circle leader Susan 
Nations is taking the 
conversation on The Power of 
Presence to Twitter. Susan is 
hosting a book circle chat for 
teachers at Wilkinson 
Elementary in Sarasota. 
Susan shares, “our circle has 
begun this book with great 
enthusiasm.  The team is at 
various stages of life 
including parents of young 
children, empty nesters, 
grandparents and everything 
in between! It has been great 
to build our own connections 
as we talk about putting the 
key ideas from the text into 
practice in our personal 
lives.”  
 
We also agree, however, 
there are many implications 
for those we teach.  We want 
to work with families and help 
them to also be more present 
for their children.  And we 
want to be present for the 
students we serve.”   
 
 
 

 Using social media is a way to 
engage book circle members by 
meeting them where they are. 
Susan commented that using 
Twitter Chat “was invigorating 
as it truly allowed each person 
to give input into each question 
and has archived our collective 
thoughts that we can 
revisit.  We will likely do this 
again during one of our 
sessions.”   “It is exciting to see 
our members discussing it well 
beyond the book talk time.  We 
refer to it with those in our 
circle as well as those who are 
not.  It’s not uncommon to hear 
a member say “we’re reading 
this book and…”  The ripple 
effect will be strong for sure!”  
 

 

 In future editions of “The 
PULSE,” we want to highlight 
your book circle!  
 
Share with us how your book 
circle is Connecting, Learning, 
Sharing, Evolving and 
Strengthening through the 7 
Pillars Joys shares in her book!    
 
Connect@gradelevelreadi
ngsuncoast.net 
 
 
Discussion Guide  
Question of the Week: 
“Joy says, “I was somehow 
getting my children and me 
through life despite the 
sporadic nature of my 
wisdom and courage, my 
limited finances and 
sometimes my limited faith. 
When the going got tough 
and I felt I was falling short 
on everything important to 
me, my heart stepped in and 
carried us through.” Share a 
time when you have felt 
challenged as a parent. 
What have you relied upon 
to get through this 
challenging time? 

 


