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The Suncoast Celebrates 
The Power of Presence Book Circles! 

Andrea Dictor hosted two Book Circles with 

staff from Sarasota County Libraries.  

Kit D. was excited to share The Power of 
Presence with her friends.   

Tenia Rumph is a home school liaison in 
Sarasota who hosted a Book Circle with 
school staff.    

Book Circle leader Kelly McWilliams and her 
group were eager to engage with The Power of 
Presence.   



“There is no better example 
for our children than the one 
we set before them every 
day.” Register to lead a Book 
Circle in May, June or July.

Pam Parmenter is the director of 
early education at the Early 
Learning Coalition of Manatee 
County. Pam recently hosted her 
final Book Circle meeting with 
participants and had the 
following to say:  

“We had a tremendous 
conversation on chapters 6–7. 
One of our members commented 
about the quote on page 204, 
‘There is no better example for 
our children than the one we set 
before them every day.’  

This resonated with her because 
she said that’s what her parents  
did too. She tries to do it in her 
coaching in early-childhood 
classrooms and in her side 
position in food service, where 
she asks the children in the party 
for their menu selections first. 
She also compliments those 
families whose children can 
articulate what they want.  

Another member took care of a 
younger brother to assist a 
mother who now mentors others 
in her field.  

The story of CJ resonated with 
us as we questioned how many 
people working with young 
children have probably 
experienced or are experiencing 
PTSD and have never sought 
treatment or therapy.  

They are passing along 
unhealthy 

examples without even being 
aware. The word GRIT 
surfaced and how it is 
necessary for adults, but also 
to be fostered in children, to 
create and reinforce 
persistence and resilience. 

The Triangle Day brought 
laughs as one member said 
her term was ‘happy and 
horizontal.’ We all had stories 
to share about taking a step 
back. We so enjoyed coming 
together; we have a tentative 
commitment to coming 
together to possibly study The 
Four Agreements. 

Thank you so much to The 
Patterson Foundation for all 
the wonderful things you do!” 

Share with us how your Book 
Circle is connecting, learning, 
sharing, evolving and 
strengthening through the 
seven Pillars Joy shares in her 
book! 

Connect@gradelevelreadi 
ngsuncoast.net 

Discussion Guide 
Question of the Week: 

Thinking about your 
experiences, has there been a 
time in your life where your 
faith was tested? What did 
you do to adjust? 

Suncoast Campaign for Grade-
Level Reading has received 
numerous requests to bring Joy 
Thomas Moore back to the region 
and extend support for THE 
POWER OF PRESENCE Book 
Circles through the summer 
months. Happily, Joy will be in 
Charlotte, DeSoto, Manatee, and 
Sarasota counties May 15–16. 
There are six opportunities to 
spend time with Joy. 

You can register to attend by clicking 
here. 
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