
Book Circle “Nuggets” 
Nuggets are tips to support connecting, learning, 
sharing, evolving, and strengthening. 

Question: What does being “present” mean to 
Book Circle participants?  

“We had a wonderful second meeting and took the 
opportunity to celebrate one of our moms who is 
expecting a baby this week. We enjoyed the first 
pillar of the book and discussed Pesence of Mind 
and the challenges that occur when juggling many 
things. We agreed being more present means 
checking technology at the door to spend more time 
in the moment with our families as well as 
encouraging loved ones to help by doing the same 
when they visit.  

We have a strong group, and it makes us happy to 
have these intentional get-togethers. It gives us 
permission to leave our families for a bit and to 
work on being better moms for ourselves and our 
families.” 
Jaclyn P. Campbell 
Book Circle Leader 
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The Suncoast Campaign for Grade-Level Reading is blasting 
off the Summer Reading Challenge with a training on May 4, 
2019. Local school districts, summer camp personnel, and 
community leaders will participate in engaging and motivating 
workshops to reinforce and learn new techniques to 
encourage children to read during the summer months and 
end the “summer slide.” 

Community members are invited to hear keynote speaker 
LaTonya Pinkard on May 4th from 1–2 pm at Booker High  
School in Sarasota. Education Warrior LaTonya Pinkard was 
featured in Season 3 of the Netflix documentary series, Last 
Chance U. 

Register here to attend the keynote event: 
ow.ly/8y2L30ohEGP

Th  e Suncoast Campaign for Grade-Level 
Reading welcomes LaTonya Pinkard

ow.ly/8y2L30ohEGP


Book Circle members value 
the strength of a “pride.” 

Register here to lead a Book 
Circle in May, June or July.

Stacy Sternberg recently hosted a  
Book Circle at Café in the Park in 
Sarasota. Stacy shared she was 
curious to know which parts of the 
book resonated most with her group. 

“It seemed that taking care of 
yourself so you can be there for 
your children was at the forefront. 

We were also in agreement about 
the importance of developing a 
“pride,”  whether we have children or 
not, because support is needed at 
all stages of life. 

We discussed creating an acronym 
as a go-to for our values and 
aspirations — similar to Joy's I AM 
CHHIPPER (page 233). We each 
feel that in theory we know what 
our values and aspirations are, but 
thought it would be encouraging to 
have something tangible to remind 
us. 

The Lakota Prayer hit home for one 
participant who is working toward a 
more balanced life. 

Finally, we each affirmed there were 
valuable messages we would take 
with us as we move forward 
throughout our lives.”  

Shana Fitzpatrick Zamikoff also 
recently hosted a Book Circle.  
She asked participant Arin 
Jackson to share her experience 
with The Power of Presence. 

"As a practicing nurse practitioner 
in pediatrics, I often find myself 
fielding a variety of questions 
from starting solid foods, tackling 
tantrums, using electronics, and 
everything in between.   

My work is very rewarding, but I 
have the nagging feeling that the 
world is spinning so fast that we 
miss the rewards right in front of 
us.   

Reading Joy Moore’s book, The 
Power of Presence, has been an 
eye-opening experience. So 
much so that I have hung the 
book jacket in my exam room in 
hopes of initiating a new 
conversation with parents — one 
of presence. Everything about 
this book has been food for my 
soul personally and 
professionally.”   

In future editions of “The PULSE,” 
we want to highlight your Book 
Circle! 

Share with us how your Book Circle 
is connecting, learning, sharing, 
evolving and strengthening 
through the seven Pillars Joy 
shares in her book! 

Connect@gradelevelreading
suncoast.net 

Discussion Guide Question of 
the Week: What does, “It takes 
a village to raise a child,” 
mean to you?  

How do you develop a “pride” 
to support you? 

Stacy's Book Circle agrees there is 
strength in developing a “pride” at 
all stages of life.  

Su ncoast Campaign for Grade-
Lev el Reading has received 
num erous requests to bring Joy 
Th omas Moore back to the region 
an d extend the support for THE 
PO WER OF PRESENCE Book 
Circles th rough the summer 
months. Happily, Joy will be in 
Charlotte, DeSoto, Manatee, and 
Sarasota counties May 15–16. 
There are six opportunities to 
spend time with Joy. 

Register HERE to attend. 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScgANB6tx64H3hqU6r0L4XMBo9iDsj2cAjkSuAeF_ZOv7JGhg/viewform
mailto:Connect@gradelevelreadingsuncoast.net
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSe3qWRkNKpiZg9vbI6MPmfaTAqp8mBPeJs797lcoFwLKNrM1g/viewform



