
Book Circle “Nuggets”  
Nuggets are tips to support connecting, learning, sharing, 

evolving and strengthening. 
 
Question: What are possible activities for engaging 
Book Circle participants? 
 
 “Our Book Circles adopted a Round Robin format. The 
entire group sits in a circle so all are visible to each other. 
This arrangement is designed so each member can 
carefully speak and listen to each other.  
 
One member volunteers to be a note-taker and another 
member to be the coordinator. The coordinator helps to 
keep members focused, provides structure for deep 
conversation, and prompts wise outcomes. The other 
group members use their notes while participating in the 
dialogue. One group member begins the circle discussion 
with a statement such as ‘I learned,’ ‘I realized,’ or ‘I now 
know,’ and shares something from the assigned reading 
that spoke to them. The coordinator encourages 
refraining from evaluative statements such as ‘I think,’ ‘I 
feel,’ or ‘I believe.’ When one member is finished sharing, 
attention is given to the next member. This next member 
then either adds on to the previous statement or begins a 
new discussion of what was learned. Discussion continues 
in this fashion until every member has spoken at least 
twice. Members have the option to pass one turn until 
later.  
 
The Round Robin provides a way for Book Circles to 
engage in critical thinking and reflection. Collaboration is 
at the heart of this approach. When the discussion 
concludes, the note taker shares a summary of the 
meeting.” 
 
Sheila Halpin 
Book Circle Leader 
Manatee county  
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The Education Department at the Florida 
Studio Theater is discussing The Power of 
Presence and how to incorporate it 
personally, in classes and community 
outreach. 

Ashley Coone is grateful for her Book Circle 
participants being present and turning 
aspirations into action.  



Soar in 4 and The Power 
of Presence  

 
 

Soar in 4 is a unique program that 
advances early childhood and school 
readiness in Manatee county.  

 
Soar in 4 works to engage parents  
and improve the quality of Pre-K 
education and aims to discover, 
investigate, engage, and transform  
its participants. 

 
Recently, Soar in 4 flock leaders, 
facilitators, and supporters were 
invited to participate in a 
Book Circle focusing on The Power  
of Presence.  
 

Soar in 4 Book Circles will be  
exploring questions like, “How do 
you balance parenting, work, and  
self-care when you don’t have a 
partner to pick up the slack?” and  
“How do you connect with a child  
when you can’t always be there?” 
 
Soar in 4 recently shared on their    
website, “We can’t always be  
physically there for our children,  
but The Power of Presence can  
help us to be a voice in the back of 
their minds that guides them 
through difficult times.” 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
Soar in 4 will be using The Power 
of Presence as a tool to evaluate 
the effectiveness of their 
program in reaching their 
targeted audience and will be 
offering three Book Circle groups. 
 
How can you utilize The Power of 
Presence to strengthen 
connections with others? 

 

 

 

In future editions of “The 
PULSE,” we want to highlight 
your Book Circle! 

 
Share with us how your Book 
Circle is connecting, learning, 
sharing, evolving and 
strengthening through the 
seven Pillars Joy shares in her 
book! 

 

Connect@gradelevelreadi  
ngsuncoast.net 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Discussion Guide 
Question of the Week: 
 
Through the years, Joy 
celebrated the 
achievements and 
accomplishments of her 
children Nikki, Wes, and 
Shani in different ways.  
Her methods made each 
feel like valued family 
members and individuals, 
not competitors. 
 
What are the ways that 
you celebrate the 
achievements and 
accomplishments of the 
important people in your 
life?   
 

 

Soar in 4 book circle members are 
engaging in The Power of 
Presence.  

Soar in 4 book circle members 
will explore questions that will 
guide evaluation of their 
program.   
  

Book Circle members are ready to 
connect and learn.      

https://www.soarin4.org/
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