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 The PULSE Newsletter   

The PULSE newsletter connects The Power of 
Presence books circles across our region. 
Highlighting Joy Thomas Moore’s book, The 
Power Presence: How to be a Voice in Your 
Child’s Ear When You’re Not With Them, join 
SCGLR as we explore the 7 Pillars of Presence — 
mind, heart, faith, courage, resources, 
connectedness & values.  Sharing the JOY: 

SCCGLR hosts Joy 
Thomas Moore 
What happens when you connect over 200 
community members, a dedicated staff and a 
Peabody award author? A great opportunity to 
“Share the Joy!” On January 31st, The Suncoast 
Campaign for Grade-Level Reading, through the 
generosity of The Patterson Foundation, hosted 
“The Power of Presence,” author, Joy Thomas 
Moore.  
Those in attendance gathered together to hear 
Beth Duda, director of the Suncoast Campaign 
for Grade-Level Reading, interview Joy about 
her book. Joy’s book, which she described as 
“part memoir, part self-help, part inspirational 
and a love letter to single moms,” is an 
encouragement to mothers to be become a 
“lioness” and create a “pride” to get through 
life’s challenges. From this gathering, more than 
100 book circles have been created throughout 
the community with more forming daily.  
 
 
 
Please take a few moments to watch this 
short video featuring Joy Thomas Moore 
at the Book Circle Kick-off event. 
 

  
 
  

https://youtu.be/-xAvx4paNV8


 

 

 Book Circles Are Meeting Now- 
There’s Still Time Lead a Book Circle!  
Click Here to register to lead a book 
circle.  

“My hope is the book circles will be used as a tool to create a sacred place for conversations and action 
for our communities.” -Joy Thomas Moore 

As Joy shared in her 
interview, she wants the more 
than 100 book circles 
throughout the community to 
use the book circles as “a tool 
to create sacred places for 
conversations and action for 
each of these communities.”  
 
Joy believes that “When 
people don’t feel supported 
and like they have to go it 
alone, that’s when things 
happen, when choices get 
made that you can’t get 
back,” People who are 
struggling “need to be part of 
the conversation, not the 
subject of a conversation.” 
 
How can these individuals 
who are struggling contribute 
to the conversation? Joy 
believes that this can be 
accomplished by first being 
present in their children’s 
lives. "It's not possible to be 
physically nearby for every 
decision or every important 
moment of a child's life. 
 
 
 

 Joy shares that “presence is 
about finding ways to express 
your love, your support and 
your expectations using the 
time and resources available.”   
 
The book circles can be used to 
create a circle of trust and open 
communication that strengthens 
and connects the community, 
policy makers and anyone who 
has the best interests of 
children at heart. The book 
circles will engage individuals in 
learning and strengthening the 
seven pillars of presence--heart, 
faith, mind, courage, financial 
freedom, values, and 
connectedness--that all parents 
can use to positively influence 
their children.  
 
As Joy ended her visit to the 
region, she had a request for 
our community. Joy wants to 
know what will you do 
differently to be more present 
in the lives of the children you 
impact daily? 
 
 

 In future editions of “The 
PULSE,” we want to highlight 
your book circle!  
 
Share with us how your book 
circle is Connecting, Learning, 
Sharing, Evolving and 
Strengthening through the 7 
Pillars Joys shares in her book!    
 
Connect@gradelevelreadi
ngsuncoast.net 
 
Discussion Guide  
Question of the Week: 
 
“Joy defines presence of mind 
as being in a calm state of mind 
that allows you to think clearly 
or act effectively in an 
emergency. Share how this 
statement reminds you of a 
personal experience when you 
used presence of mind. How 
can presence of mind help you 
have the ability to trust your 
experiences and inner voice 
when dealing with an 
emergency? 

     

 Website:  Contact:  Email: 
 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdwYsgTA42fCVRZ-tUSo1KjCvvdRXKouw6KaSl-eh7NtvMb0A/viewform?usp=sf_link



