
July 16, 2018

Summertime Fun 
This week campers at Manatee Summer Blast Camp enjoyed 
some summertime fun!  Both camps, John Marble and G.T. Bray, 
came together to celebrate all things water.  They had a pool 
party with a huge inflatable water slide and water obstacle 
course.  They also made sure their reading followed the theme as 
they read Sukey and the Mermaid, a Gullah folklore tale.  Gullah 
tales are one way Native Islanders share their 
history through stories and 
songs, which usually feature 
animals, in this case a mermaid. !

The Suncoast Campaign for 
Grade-Level Reading would 
like to thank Manatee 
Summer Blast Camp for 
connecting reading with 
summertime fun and 
sharing about Gullah tales!!
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Educating Parents 
As individuals that give your 
heart and souls to young 
children, you are doing an 
amazing job with inspiring 
reading this summer!  
Inspiration also happens at 
home, which is why we are 
excited to share Cranberry 
Elementary Summer Learning 
Academy’s Parent University 
"Read for a Reason" night.  
During the event, parents 
were engaged while learning 
reading tips and activities 
they can do at home with 
their children.  In a survey 
after the event, one parent 
wrote, “Our favorite Parent 
University was the reading 
night!  We got lots of great 
tips from all the different 
teachers.”  What can you do 
to further engage parents 
before camp ends to 
encourage reading at home?
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Summer Dreaming 
Classic books are read again and again because they connect with 
a deeper part of us.  Dr. Seuss’ classic Oh, the Places You’ll Go! 
showed up again at camp, this time it was at Desoto Boys & 
Girls Club.  They took a unique approach in reading the book!  
After reading the story, campers created a suitcase and drew and 
illustrated what they wanted to be and where they wanted to go 
on their life journey.  When we use our imagination and dream 
about our future it can help make dreams seem more possible! !

The Suncoast 
Campaign for 
Grade-Level 
Reading would 
like to thank  
Desoto Boys & 
Girls Club for 
encouraging 
dreaming about 
the future! 

!
Popcorn Reading  

Campers at Just for Girls, 
Palmetto  did popcorn 
reading this week, where each 
girl picked a book of her 
choice and then the campers 
would take turns reading part 
of the book to each other.  
Once they knew the story, they 
then acted out a part of the 
book and the other girls had to 
guess which part of the story 
they were seeing.  !

The Suncoast Campaign for Grade Level-Reading 
would like to thank Just for Girls, Palmetto for 
encouraging young girls to read to each other in small 
groups, which helps overcome the fear of reading aloud.
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Inspiring others 

Sometimes all it takes is seeing 
the excitement of others.  Parrish 
YMCA shared a special moment  
when one of their campers, Ella, 
who is almost 6, got her purple 
bracelet. She was so excited that 
it inspired the rest of her group 
to bring a book the next day to 
read!   

!
Future Leaders 

Franz Ross YMCA Kiddie Kollege 
inspired future political leaders 
last week after reading Duck for 
President.  Each child made an 
election poster to try and get 
other campers vote for them for 
class president.  When the 
posters were completed, they 
were posted around the room 
with reasons why you should vote 
for each child.  To continue the 
activity, they had to make their 
own voter registration cards, 
which was one of the favorite 
activities of the week.  The 
children finished with making 
ballots with the child’s name they 
most wanted to vote for class 
president.  It was a great activity 
for writing and reading skills. 

!
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