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Reading is the key to succeeding!

The Suncoast Campaign for Grade-Level Reading
is a community-wide effort in Charlotte, DeSoto,  

Manatee, and Sarasota counties to help all children, 
especially those from low-income families, succeed in 
school and life by ensuring they read on grade level 

by the end of third grade.

If you received this book log from a Summer 
Camp provider, they will be sharing your weekly 
progress with us. If you finish your 6th book after 
the conclusion of your Summer Camp experience 

or you are not attending a Summer Camp, we 
hope you will meet the challenge of completing
6 books. If you finish your 6th summer book by 
Monday, August 12th, 2019, please email us and 
let us know you’ve completed the challenge. 

Send your full name, school name, and student 
identification number to:

info@gradelevelreadingsuncoast.net

Connect with us

English
Suncoast Campaign for Grade-Level Reading
Español
Leer para 3ro Suncoast

GradeLevelReadingSuncoast.net

Sign up for our monthly e-newsletters.
Email info@gradelevelreadingsuncoast.net

English
@SuncoastCGLR
Español
@LeerPara3ro



Dear Parents,
Your child will be participating in the Suncoast Campaign for Grade-Level Reading’s 2019 Suncoast Summer 
Reading Challenge.

As you know, reading is one of the most important skills your child can master. There is a strong connection 
between reading skills and overall academic and life success. Research shows that children can lose two 
months or more of reading skills over the summer, if they are not reading regularly.
Reading just six books at the appropriate reading level during the summer can prevent a loss of reading 
skills. You can help your child become an enthusiastic and fluent reader by supporting your child’s reading 
activity during the summer months.

Read Aloud
Even if your child is old enough to 
read by themselves, reading aloud 
together is a powerful tool in
motivating your child to read.  

Listen to your child read
Once children learn how to read, 
it’s important for parents and 
children to read aloud together. 
This gives children an opportunity 
to share new skills and gives 
parents the opportunity to
praise their progress. Focus
on the positives.

Read everywhere
Remember reading material comes in 
many different shapes and sizes.
Magazines, comic books, road signs, 
menus, board games, grocery lists, 
notes to each other, product
packaging, and closed captioning on 
television provide reading
opportunities.

Keep it fun
If kids are going to enjoy reading, 
the experience has to be enjoyable. 
As you read with your children, 
keep them involved by asking 
questions about the story or about 
some of the words you have read. 

Record achievement
As your child finishes each book, have 
them record their accomplishment in 
their 2018 Suncoast Summer Book Log. 
Praise them as you are adding your 
initials to the log. When they share 
their log with their teachers or
counselors during their Summer
experience, they will receive a special 
bracelet for each book read.

Make time for reading
Carve time out of the busy day and 
dedicate it to reading, both together
and on your own. By setting aside
specific times, rather than trying to 
squeeze it in between errands and 
appointments, you send the message 
that reading is an important activity,
and something your child can anticipate 
with joy and enthusiasm.

Broaden your children’s horizons
The more knowledge your children
have, the more success they’ll have in 
reading. Take a walk around the
neighborhood together and allow your 
children to explore. Spend a day in the 
park, at the zoo, or at a museum and 
share the experience as a family.

Talk about experiences
While you’re on an outing or an errand, 
talk to your children about what they 
see. These discussions will build
vocabulary and enhance your child’s 
understanding of concepts. Ask
questions that inspire creative or 
critical thinking. For example, “Why do 
elephants have trunks?” or “What makes 
trees grow?” Stimulate their curiosity.

Show your child that
you enjoy reading
Be a reading model. Children often 
mimic parent behavior. When your 
child witnesses you enjoying reading, 
they will want to read as well.

Let your child choose the
books they’d like to read
Plan regular trips the library and let 
your child choose books that
interest them. A librarian can help 
steer them in the right direction, 
too. Keep books readily available at 
home, in the car, wherever your day 
takes you.
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