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Suncoast Summer 
Reading Challenge 

Newsletter  Mind in the Making 

An opportunity for parents, 
grandparents, child-care 

The 2019 Suncoast Summer Reading Challenge is in full swing! We’re 

honored that you’ve chosen to participate in this year’s Suncoast Summer 

Reading Challenge, and hope you find this newsletter useful throughout 

the summer. 

 

As the summer winds down, you can help children and their families 

make the most of the remainder of the summer and avoid the summer 

slide by encouraging them to read. We will continue to highlight summer 

learning events, so please send pictures to your Suncoast Campaign for 

Grade-Level Reading (SCGLR) Engagement Team Member or upload 

them directly using your Google Drive link. Thank you again for another 

amazing Summer Learning Week on the Suncoast!   (continue scrolling) 

professionals, early-learning 
educators and caregivers. 
Join us on a learning 
adventure designed to help 
you and your children 
thrive. For more 
information, visit 
gradelevelreadingsuncoast. 
net 

 
The Suncoast Campaign for 
Grade-Level Reading is 
happily extending support 
for THE POWER OF 
PRESENCE book circles 
through the summer 
months. Register here  

https://wke.lt/w/s/4zSdiF
https://www.gradelevelreadingsuncoast.net/project/mind-in-the-making/
https://www.gradelevelreadingsuncoast.net/project/mind-in-the-making/
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScgANB6tx64H3hqU6r0L4XMBo9iDsj2cAjkSuAeF_ZOv7JGhg/viewform?usp=sf_link


 

 ACTIVE READING: Making the Most of Your 
 Reading Experience  
 Active Reading is the culmination of several different strategies that a student 

 activates when reading an unfamiliar passage. To be an active reader, you 

 must pay full attention to what you’re reading, become engaged in the text, 

 and utilize the following reading strategies. 

 

 Predict – Use clues to make a smart guess about what will happen next. 
 I think ______ will happen because _______. 

 

 Question – What questions arise about the characters, setting, plot, 
details, or action? Think about the W questions—Who, what, when, 
where, why (and how). 

 

 Clarify – Confirm what you already know or clear up any confusion 
about the text. I think the character is trying to do _____ because 
_____. 

 

 Infer – Use clues from the text and your prior knowledge to determine 
the meaning of what you’ve read. I know that ____ so this must mean 
____. 

 

 Summarize – In your own words, tell about what you’ve read. This 
passage is about… 

 

 Compare – Recognize similarities in the text between situations or 
characters. When ____ happened, it was similar to ____. 

 

 Connect – Make connections to the text, either in your own life or to 
other texts read. I can relate to this because… This reminds me of… This 
is similar to… 

 

 Visualize – Make a mind movie or a mental picture of what you’ve read. 
Imagine what the setting looks like or what the action was like. When I 
read that paragraph, I imagined … 

 

 Evaluate – Make a judgement or form an idea or opinion about the text. 
I think this is/isn’t a good idea because____. I would have done ____  
differently because____. I liked/didn’t like the way the author____. 

 

 Synthesize – Put the details together to see them in a new way. All of 
these details lead me to believe____. Because the author wrote ____, 
he/she must want me to think ____. 

 

      
              (continue scrolling) 

READING STRATEGY TIP: 

Self-Monitoring 

What does it mean to self-monitor your 

reading?  When a reader keeps track of 

the words read, and what those words 

mean, they are self-monitoring their 

reading. Readers who self-monitor pay 

close attention to when they understand 

or don’t understand what they’ve read. 

Students can also identify where a lack 

of comprehension has occurred in a 

passage when they self-monitor their 

reading. 

How can I teach students to self-

monitor their reading? Even strong, 

confident readers need to be taught how 

to self-monitor their reading. A fluent 

reader may sound like a good reader, 

but if they don’t stop and check for 

meaning and understanding, then the 

fluency won’t take them very far! To 

help students self-monitor, model your 

thinking when you’ve read something 

aloud. For example, stop and ask 

questions like, “Does this make sense? 

Do I know what all the words mean? 

Can I make a mind movie (a picture in 

my mind) of what is happening? Can I 

predict what I think will happen next?”  

Encourage students to use some of the 

following self-monitoring strategies if 

they’re having difficulty understanding 

the text: Reread the sentence or 

paragraph. Read ahead to the next 

sentence or two. Retell, in your own 

words what you just read. Connect what 

you just read to what you already know. 

If students still struggle after trying 

these strategies, remind them that they 

can always ask for help! 

 



       LITERACY IN ACTION 

1.       “If someone says can’t, that shows you what to do.” 

2.           – John Cage 

We want to highlight your camp during the 2019 Suncoast Summer Reading    
Challenge. Share how your campers and families are connecting, learning, and 
evolving through the Summer Reading Challenge! #SummerRC2019 

       
 

         
       
 
 
 
 

       

       
       
 
       
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
       

 
Meet the Suncoast 

Campaign for Grade- 
Level Reading’s newest 

team member, Rita 
Story! 

 
Rita is here to help you 
choose that just-right 

book using the Five 
Finger Rule! 

 
When a student is choosing a 

book to read, they often have 

difficulty selecting one that is just 

right for them—a book on their 

reading level that can be read 

independently. Aid students with 

this task by teaching them the 

Five Finger Rule. 

Choose a book and read 

the first page or two. 

Put one finger up for 

every word you don’t 

know 

If five of your fingers go 

up while reading, choose 

another book. 

If only two or three 

fingers go up, you have 

found just the right book! 

 
 

Left: Campers with Longwood Park Day Camp enjoy making bookmarks. 
Right: The boys and girls with Palmetto Youth Center are having fun 
reading and learning about gardening and vegetables.  

Above: Boys and girls with the Bradenton Dream Center enjoy a visit 
from Rita Story! Right: Campers with the Sarasota Salvation Army take 
a trip to the Florida Aquarium to celebrate Animal Week.  
Below: Campers with Venice Boys and Girls Club participate in Western 
Week. Right: Campers with Love and Laugh Fun Care Center practice 
butterfly dances after reading a book about caterpillars and butterflies.  

https://twitter.com/hashtag/SummerRC2019?src=hash
https://www.facebook.com/SuncoastCampaignForGradeLevelReading/photos/a.804199096327632/2353151524765707/?type=3&amp;amp%3Btheater

