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Suncoast Summer 
Reading Challenge 
Newsletter 
The 2019 Suncoast Summer Reading Challenge is in full swing! 

We’re honored that you’ve chosen to participate in this year’s 

Suncoast Summer Reading Challenge and hope you find this 

newsletter useful throughout the summer. 

 
 
 
 

 
      #SUMMERLEARNINGWEEK 

 
National Summer Learning Week highlighted many events to 
celebrate summer learning! We will continue to highlight all your 
summer learning events, so please be sure to send pictures to your 
Suncoast Campaign for Grade-Level Reading (SCGLR) 
Engagement Team Member. Or, upload them directly using your 
Google Drive link.  
 
Thank you again for another amazing Summer Learning Week on 
the Suncoast!  Read on for a reflection from Lauren Valentine, an 
SCGLR Engagement Team Member, about her experiences with 
summer learning and the power of reading. 

                      
                                        (continue scrolling) 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Mind in the Making 

Workshops 
An opportunity for parents, 
grandparents, child-care 
professionals, early-learning 
educators and caregivers. 
Join us on a learning 
adventure designed to help 
you and your children 
thrive. For more 
information, visit 
gradelevelreadingsuncoast. 
net 

 
The Suncoast Campaign for 
Grade-Level Reading is 
happily extending support 
for THE POWER OF 
PRESENCE book circles 
through the summer 
months. Register here  

https://wke.lt/w/s/4zSdiF
https://www.gradelevelreadingsuncoast.net/project/mind-in-the-making/
https://www.gradelevelreadingsuncoast.net/project/mind-in-the-making/
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScgANB6tx64H3hqU6r0L4XMBo9iDsj2cAjkSuAeF_ZOv7JGhg/viewform?usp=sf_link


   NATIONAL SUMMER LEARNING  
   WEEK: Reflections  
 

     Lauren is an Engagement Team Member with the Suncoast Campaign for Grade-Level 

Reading. She recently    reflected on her experience during National Summer Learning Week. “The love for reading 

     that fills the halls and rooms of 13th Avenue Dream Center is igniting the fire of all who  

     enter its doors. The students at the 13th Avenue Dream Center have taken the Summer  

     Reading Challenge by storm, as many have made it their personal goal to read 100 books  

     over the summer. "I'm already on my second log!" "Can I bring a book to read at lunch?”  

     are common phrases you hear among the students that have a passion to show their love of 

     reading. Retired teachers, volunteers, management and the CEO take time to read with the 

     students and show them the importance of reading as well as help them develop a greater  

     love for it. The desire to be the best they can be is truly inspirational!”  

 

         

 

      I DON’T LIKE TO READ: How to Encourage and  
      Entice Reluctant Readers 

Reading is arguably one of the most important skills we learn as human beings. Reading is 

intertwined into all subjects in school – math, science, writing, social studies, technology, 

art, and music all rely on the written word. But what do you do if a student says they don’t 

like to read? Here are a few strategies to use with reluctant readers.  

Reading Interest Surveys – Sometimes, students don’t like to read because they haven’t 

found something that interests them yet. There are also many age-appropriate reading 

interest surveys available online that can help pinpoint a student’s specific reading interest. 

Reading Confidence –Reading is a hard skill that takes many years to perfect and it is 

not intuitive to everyone. Bolster a student’s confidence in reading by praising their reading 

skills. Encourage oral book reports about a book they’ve read and know well—asking their 

“expert opinion” on the book.  

Read Aloud – An important part of learning to read is hearing reading. Encourage 

reluctant readers by reading some of your favorite books aloud. Include silly character 

voices or even simple props to accompany the story. Your enthusiasm will be contagious! 

(continue scrolling) 

 

READING STRATEGY 
TIP: 
ENVIRONMENTAL 
PRINT 

 
What is environmental print? 

Environmental print is the 

print of everyday life. Street 

signs, clothing labels, store 

logos, food packages, and 

wrappers are all examples of 

an environmental print. It is 

this type of print that young 

children recognize first, and it’s 

an important component in 

early reading skills.  

Why is environmental print 

important? When young 

children see a stop sign or they 

recognize the golden arches of 

McDonald’s, they get excited at 

the idea of being able to “read” 

the print in their world. They 

begin to feel confident in letter 

and, eventually, word 

recognition. Reading 

environmental print is also 

important in the realization 

that all print holds meaning. 

(When I see that red octagonal-

shaped sign with white letters, 

I know it means STOP!)  

How can I teach 

environmental print?  There 

are a lot of fun activities you 

can do with children that 

involve environmental print. 

Use everyday surroundings 

and your imagination to help 

children develop their reading 

skills! 

 

 

    



Left: Boys and girls from Love and Laugh and A New Beginning 
preschools enjoy a visit from a teaching artist. Right: A camper with 
Sarasota Boys and Girls Club recites poetry. 

 
 

Above: Campers with Sarasota Housing Authority. Right: Boys and 
girls with Children’s Nest of Manatee listen to a read aloud. Below: Two 
campers with DC’s Childcare Center. Right: A camper reads sight words 
and does a craft at Neil Armstrong Elementary. 
 

 
 

 

LITERACY IN ACTION 
“Discovery consists of seeing what everyone has seen  

and thinking what nobody has thought.” 

– Albert Szent-Gyorgyi 
 

 
We want to highlight your camp during the 2019 Suncoast Summer Reading 
Challenge. Share how your campers and families are connecting, learning, 
and evolving through the Summer Reading Challenge! #SummerRC2019 
 

 
    

 
 
 
 

             
       

 
Meet the Suncoast 

Campaign for Grade- 
Level Reading’s newest 

team member, Rita 
Story! 

 
Rita is here to help you 
choose that just-right 

book using the Five 
Finger Rule! 

 
When a student is choosing a 

book to read, they often have 

difficulty selecting one that is just 

right for them—a book on their 

reading level that can be read 

independently. Aid students with 

this task by teaching them the 

Five Finger Rule. 

Choose a book and read 

the first page or two. 

Put one finger up for 

every word you don’t 

know 

If five of your fingers go 

up while reading, choose 

another book. 

If only two or three 

fingers go up, you have 

found just the right book! 

https://twitter.com/hashtag/SummerRC2019?src=hash
https://www.facebook.com/SuncoastCampaignForGradeLevelReading/photos/a.804199096327632/2353151524765707/?type=3&theater

