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Welcome to the 2020 Suncoast Summer Reading Challenge! 
We’re honored that you’ve chosen to participate this year. 
 

WHAT IS THE SUNCOAST SUMMER 
READING CHALLENGE?  
The Suncoast Summer Reading Challenge is a community-
wide effort serving Charlotte, DeSoto, Manatee, and 
Sarasota counties. Our focus is on helping children, 
especially those from low- income families, succeed in life 
by ensuring they read on grade level by the end of their 
third-grade year. Research shows that students can lose up 
to 30% of what they’ve learned during the school year if no 
academic work is done during the summer. 
That’s where the Suncoast Summer Reading Challenge 
comes in! Our goal is to help students maintain or increase 
their reading level while they are out of school. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

             

Click the picture above 
for a direct link to the 

Five Finger Rule 

We saw Rita Story riding 
her special bike created 

by artist, Doctor Nik, 
around town. Rita is 

having a splendid 
summer building her 

brain muscle, reading, 
and staying active 
through exercise. 

 

https://www.facebook.com/SuncoastCampaignForGradeLevelReading/photos/a.804199096327632/2353151524765707/?type=3&theater


THIS BOOK IS COOL! 

Click the This Book Is Cool! logo for direct 
link to the book episodes! 

THIS BOOK IS COOL! 
is a series of 100 webisodes to encourage a love 

of reading. 
Check back weekly throughout the summer for new 
webisodes and remember, reading is the key to 

succeeding! 

Check out this featured activity: 
Campers with Just for Girls East in Bradenton 
are creating, learning and connecting using 
TBIC! activities. Have you made ice cream in a 
bag, a lava bottle or your own bouncy ball yet?   

Summer Reading Tips! 
 Check Back Weekly For New Reading Tips 

What Parents Are 
Saying About This 

Book Is Cool! 
 “My son is very happy to see 

several chapter books since he 

flies through shorter books. 

He's enjoying new books he 

hasn't heard of before. 

My other son  is excited to see 

some popular books he's read 

before along with lots of other 

new books . As parents, we are 

very happy with the selection 

of books with characters of all 

colors and races.” 

-Parent of a Kindergartner and
3rd Grader 

https://www.gradelevelreadingsuncoast.net/project/this-book-is-cool/


SUMMER READING IN 
ACTION 

“Our imagination is the only limit to 
what we can hope to have in the 

future.” 
– Charles F. Kettering 

We want to highlight your camp during the 2020 Suncoast Summer 
Reading Program. Share with us how your campers and families are 
connecting, learning, and evolving through the Summer Reading 
Challenge! 

 

       

 

                                                                                               

 

Have you thought about using social media to share your thoughts? Tweet, 
or post to Facebook or Instagram about your camp's success! Be sure to tag 
SCGLR too! @SuncoastCGLR #SummerRC2020 #GLReading @readingby3rd 
@ThePattersonFoundation @summerlearning. 

Suncoast Summer 
Reading Challenge 2020 

Let’s Up our Game! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Why Summer Reading 
Works 

Research shows that children who 
do not read regularly can lose two 
months or more of reading skills 
over the summer. Reading just six 
books at the appropriate reading 
level during the summer can help 
your child soar during the school 
year. 

 
What Do Good Readers 

Do? 
They keep reading! Our goal at the 
Suncoast Campaign for Grade-Level 
Reading (SCGLR) is to strengthen 
students reading skills. We want to 
help bridge the gap between the 
school year and summertime. Many 
students experience a decline in 
reading proficiency simply because 
they aren’t reading during the 
summer months. The Suncoast 
Summer Reading Challenge is one 
way to encourage students to 
continue reading even though 
they’re not at school. 

Boys and girls with Sarasota County Schools Summer 2020 Boost 
camp at Lamarque Elementary, had a virtual reading lesson with a 
soldier! Campers learned all about his very important job!  

Left: Campers with The Salvation Army in Bradenton share their 
creative I am Not a Chair crafts. Middle:  A young camper with 
Light of the World camp in Sarasota enjoys the book Shampoodle. 
Right: Two campers with Venice YMCA ELC write vocabulary 
words during a fun literacy project.  


