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Suncoast Summer 
Reading Challenge 
Newsletter 
The 2019 Suncoast Summer Reading Challenge is in full swing! 

We’re honored that you’ve chosen to participate in this year’s 

Suncoast Summer Reading Challenge and hope you find this 

newsletter useful throughout the summer 

 
 
 
 

 
NATIONAL SUMMER LEARNING WEEK 
IS HERE!  
National Summer Learning Week is here! The Suncoast Summer 

Reading Challenge encourages all summer camps to plan and 

participate in events during Summer Learning Week, July 8-12, 

2019. This year, we’re hoping to get pictures of the board members 

or staff members reading to the children. Get in touch with your 

Suncoast Summer Reading Challenge consultant for ideas, 

suggestions, and more information or check out the National 

Summer Learning Association’s website: 

Access the National Summer Learning Week Toolkit. 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Mind in the Making 

Workshops 
An opportunity for parents, 
grandparents, child-care 
professionals, early-learning 
educators and caregivers. 
Join us on a learning 
adventure designed to help 
you and your children 
thrive. For more 
information, visit 
gradelevelreadingsuncoast. 
net 

 
The Suncoast Campaign for 
Grade-Level Reading is 
happily extending support 
for THE POWER OF 
PRESENCE book circles 
through the summer 
months. Register here  
  

https://www.summerlearning.org/summer-learning-week/summer-learning-toolkit-programs/
https://www.gradelevelreadingsuncoast.net/project/mind-in-the-making/
https://www.gradelevelreadingsuncoast.net/project/mind-in-the-making/
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScgANB6tx64H3hqU6r0L4XMBo9iDsj2cAjkSuAeF_ZOv7JGhg/viewform?usp=sf_link


     THE DOG DAYS OF SUMMER: 
How to maintain motivation in your campers 
and staff! 
Let’s face it—summers can be long! And HOT!! And sometimes, it’s difficult to keep 
everyone motivated. The excitement that was once felt in early June may be waning now, 
even though you’ve got another month+ to go! If you are in need of a pick-me-up, either for 
your students or for your staff, here are a few ideas to help keep the motivation strong for 
the rest of the summer. 

                                                 

 Food – It’s amazing how well food can work as a motivator! Whether it’s a 
popcorn party at the end of the week, a visit from the ice cream truck, or a simple 
lollipop, a special treat to maintain motivation can be just what kids (and staff!) 
need to keep their reading strong.  

 Incentives – In addition to the colorful bracelets that the Suncoast Campaign for 
Grade-Level Reading provides to students for reading each book, perhaps another 
incentive would be a helpful motivator for kids to keep reading.  

 Location – Where do students do the bulk of their reading during the day at your 
camp site? Is it always in the same location? If so, consider switching it up for 
something new and different!  

 Activities – The Suncoast Campaign for Grade-Level Reading provided a 
wonderful activity guide to all camp sites. This Activity Guide is full of suggestions 
for fun reading activities. Also, your SCGLR consultant can help you come up with 
new reading activities.  

 Costume/Theme Day – What if everyone came to camp one day in their pajamas 
and you hosted a Reading Marathon where everyone snuggled up with blankets, 
pillows, and stuffed animals and read all day? What if everyone came to camp 
dressed as a book character? These are fun ideas for theme weeks!  

 Business Partners – Getting in touch with local businesses is a great way to not 
only make connections in the community, but to get a few freebies or coupons for 
your students!  

 Guest/Motivational Speaker – Consider scheduling a guest speaker to visit 
your camp site and talk to students about the importance of reading. Or perhaps, 
they could be a guest reader!  

 Remember the Facts – You are making a difference. You are vital to your 
camper’s success. And we thank you. We thank you for your service, your 
dedication, your enthusiasm, and your commitment to the Suncoast Summer 
Reading Challenge.  (continue scrolling) 
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READING STRATEGY 
TIP: VOCABULARY 
DEVELOPMENT  
 

Vocabulary development is a life-

long skill—especially in the English 

language! Many people estimate 

that there are over a million words 

in the English language, and that 

the English language is one of the 

hardest languages to master. 

Developing a wide, rich vocabulary 

is an important component to 

becoming a strong reader. So how 

do you help students develop and 

grow their vocabulary? One way is 

simply through conversation. 

Often, adults tend to use a simpler 

form of a word when speaking to a 

child, to ensure that the child 

understands what they’re saying. 

But to cultivate a strong 

vocabulary, it’s important to expose 

children to new words. For 

example, consider the previous 

sentence. Notice how I used the 

word cultivate instead of grow? 

And I used expose instead of show? 

When you use higher-level 

vocabulary in conversations with 

children, they will naturally ask, 

“What does that word mean?” Or, 

you can ask them. “Did you 

understand the word cultivate in 

that sentence?” or “What does the 

word cultivate mean?” When 

students come across unfamiliar 

words while reading, use these 

same questions to help introduce 

new vocabulary words into a child’s 

repertoire!  

 



Left: Campers with 13th Ave Dream Center reading and creating art. Right: Boys and girls at 
Anna Gayle Community Resource Center in Palmetto engaging in reading activities.  

 

 
 

LITERACY IN ACTION! 
      

    “Never be afraid to sit awhile and think.” 
    – Lorraine Hansbury 

 
We want to highlight your camp during the 2019 Suncoast Summer Reading 
Challenge. Share how your campers and families are connecting, learning, 
and evolving through the Summer Reading Challenge!  #SummerRC2019 
 
 

                                

 
         

 
Meet the Suncoast 

Campaign for Grade-
Level Reading’s newest 

team member, Rita 
Story! 

 
Rita is here to help you 
choose that just-right 

book using the Five 
Finger Rule! 

 

When a student is choosing a 

book to read, they often have 

difficulty selecting one that is just 

right for them—a book on their 

reading level that can be read 

independently. Aid students with 

this task by teaching them the 

Five Finger Rule. 

Choose a book and read 

the first page or two. 

Put one finger up for 

every word you don’t 

know 

If five of your fingers go 

up while reading, choose 

another book. 

If only two or three 

fingers go up, you have 

found just the right book! 

 
 

Above: Campers with Boys and Girls Club of 
Manatee reading a book in unison. 

 
Below: Boys and girls at Tuttle Summer Learning 
Academy celebrate reading 8,000 books in 16 
days!  

 

Above: Reading buddies at Geckos in 
Bradenton practice sight words.  

 
Below: Campers with Get Moving in 
North Port sporting their new bracelets. 

https://twitter.com/hashtag/SummerRC2019?src=hash

