
Rita is here to 
help you choose 

that just-right 
book using the 

Five Finger Rule! 

Sometimes choosing a 
book that is just right is 
tough! Aid students with 
this task by teaching them 
the Five Finger Rule.  

• Choose a book and
read the first page or
two.

• Put one finger up for
every word you don’t
know

• If five of your fingers
go up while reading,
choose another book.

• If only two or three
fingers go up, you have
found just the right
book!
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Welcome to the 2020 Suncoast Summer Reading Challenge! 
We’re honored that you’ve chosen to participate this year.  

WHAT IS THE SUNCOAST SUMMER 
READING CHALLENGE? 
The Suncoast Summer Reading Challenge is a community-wide 
effort serving Charlotte, DeSoto, Manatee, and Sarasota 
counties. Our focus is on helping children, especially those from 
asset-limited families, succeed in life by ensuring they read on 
grade level by the end of their third-grade year. Research shows 
that students can lose up to 30% of what they’ve learned during 
the school year if no academic work is done during the summer. 
That’s where the Suncoast Summer Reading Challenge comes in! 
Our goal is to help students maintain or increase their reading 
level while they are out of school.  

 

https://www.facebook.com/SuncoastCampaignForGradeLevelReading/photos/a.804199096327632/2353151524765707/?type=3&theater


THIS BOOK IS COOL! 

 Click the This Book Is Cool! logo for direct 
           link to the book episodes! 

    THIS BOOK IS COOL! is a series of 100 webisodes to 
  encourage a love of reading. 

    
   
    
    
    
   
    

Each webisode features a selected book, a special guest, new 
vocabulary words, and a suggested activity that goes with the 
book. Check back weekly throughout the summer for new 
webisodes, and remember, reading is the key to succeeding! 

Check out these featured books from This Book Is Cool! 

                                

 Summer Reading Tips! 
    Check Back Weekly For New Reading Tips 

   

Suncoast Summer 
Reading Challenge 

2020 
Let’s Up our Game! 

Why Summer Reading 
Works 

Research shows that children 
who do not read regularly can 
lose two months or more of 
reading skills over the summer. 
Reading just six books at the 
appropriate reading level 
during the summer can help 
your child soar during the 
school year. 

What Do Good 
Readers Do? 

They keep reading! Our goal at 
the Suncoast Campaign for 
Grade-Level Reading (SCGLR) 
is to strengthen students 
reading skills. We want to help 
bridge the gap between the 
school year and summertime. 
Many students experience a 
decline in reading proficiency 
simply because they aren’t 
reading during the summer 
months. The Suncoast Summer 
Reading Challenge is one way 
to encourage students to 
continue reading even though 
they’re not at school.  

https://www.gradelevelreadingsuncoast.net/project/this-book-is-cool/


SUMMER READING IN 
ACTION! 

“To exist is to change, to change is to mature, to 
   mature is to go on creating oneself endlessly.”  

  – Henri L. Bergson
We want to highlight your camp during the 2020 Suncoast Summer 
Reading Program. Share with us how your campers and families are 
connecting, learning, and evolving through the Summer Reading 
Challenge! 

Have you thought about using social media to share your thoughts? 
Tweet,  or post to Facebook or Instagram about your camp's success! 
Be sure to tag SCGLR too! @SuncoastCGLR #SummerRC2020 
#GLReading @readingby3rd @ThePattersonFoundation 
@summerlearning. 

READING STRATEGIES, 
TIPS, AND TRICKS! 

In this section, you will find 
reading tips, skills, and 
strategy suggestions for 
engaging your campers in the 
love of reading! 

READING STRATEGY 
TIP: 

The Importance of 
Sight Words  

Sight words are words that 
appear frequently in most of the 
text we read but can’t easily be 
sounded out. Learning sight 
words helps children become 
more confident readers. This list 
sight words, grades K–3, include 
the most commonly used words 
every kid should know, also 
called high frequency words. 
You can find these words in the 
Summer Learning Toolkit 
beginning on page 14. Although 
kids won’t need to be able to 
read these sight words until the 
end of their grade, if you’ve got a 
child itching to get started with 
sight words, this is a great place 
to start! 

Engagement team member Shalia 
Moore-Hayes joyfully delivers 
Summer Reading Challenge supplies 
to La Mirada Gardens Apartments. 
La Mirada Gardens is hosting a 
virtual summer camp sponsored by 
United Way Suncoast Manatee!   

La Mirada Gardens Apartment 
camp teacher Ms. Yolanda 
poses with  Shalia Moore-Hayes 
and United Way Suncoast 
Manatee team member Andrea.  

https://www.gradelevelreadingsuncoast.net/wp-content/uploads/2018/03/SSRC_2019_Provider_Toolkit-2019.pdf



