
SUNCOAST CAMPAIGN FOR GRADE-LEVEL READING

1st grade — WEEK 4, BOOK 1

Activity: Build a paper roller coaster!

Roller Coaster
by Marla Frazee

supplies:

 y Paper plates
 y Paper towel rolls & toilet paper rolls
 y Tape
 y A marble
 y Markers
 y Scissors

Take a photo of your rollercoaster and send it along with your 
name to: connect@gradelevelreadingsuncoast.net

DIRECTIONS:
1. Plan on what you want your roller 

coaster to look like. 
2. Cut paper plates as seen in photo. 
3. Tape paper towel rolls to paper plates 

to fit your design.
4. Test your structure often for stability. 
5. Continue taping your materials until 

you achieve the design you want.
6. Roll a marble down your roller coaster!  

It may take practice. 

Ta

ke a pic!
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Read Together: Roller Coaster #1

STEM Key Concepts: A ramp or inclined plane is a surface 
with one end higher than the other

ELA Focus Skills: Making Connections, Speaking and 
Listening, Story Comprehension, Vocabulary

Hold up Roller Coaster by Marla Frazee. Tell 
children you are going to read a story about a 
girl who goes on her first roller coaster ride.

Then hold up the spread of the big roller
coaster and identify the parts of the roller
coaster: tracks, car, loops, etc.
Set a focus for children by asking them to
notice what happens when the roller coaster car goes up and down the hills.

Before You Read
Hold up the book and ask children to describe what they see on the cover. Point to the direction
the roller coaster car is moving and then point out how the title is going in the same direction.
Ask,

What do you notice about the direction the roller coaster car is moving in? 
When you look at the picture, how do you know it is going downhill?(slanted down, people
leaning back) Make the connection that it is slanted down just like a slide.
Why do you think the title is written like it is moving down the page? (mimic the downhill
motion of the roller coaster)

As You Read
Trace the roller coaster’s route along the tracks with your finger to show how the roller coaster
 goes up, down, and loops around.

Ask, Why do you think some people change their mind about riding the roller coaster at the 
last minute? (As they get closer they see how fast the ride goes down the hills and they get 
scared.)
Pause after reading the first two spreads and ask children to point to someone who they 
think has never ridden a roller coaster before.
Read the words clickity, clackity with exaggerated slowness to emphasize the effort 
needed to pull the roller coaster up the hill. Then read with excitement how the car zips, 
zooms, dips, and dives as it speeds down the hill, around the curves, and through the 
loop. 

After You Read
Hold up the spread of the big roller coaster and identify parts of the roller coaster: tracks, car, 
loops, etc. Help children understand how the roller coaster goes fast, loops, dips, etc.

Revisit different pages in the story and invite children to describe what they see. Ask questions 
such as:

• What does it mean to “dip and dive”? Can you show me with your arms?
• Why do you suppose the author chose to use the words clickety clackety, swoosh, and 

wheeee?
• Have children mimic the motion words with you as you say each one aloud.
• Ask: Does this book make you think of any of your sliding experiences (sledding, rolling 

down hills, amusement rides)? How were your experiences like those in the book? How 
were they different?




